Ricard Vinyes Square
Lleida, Spain

The large green open spaces that surround the Seu Vella and dominate the whole city
are the most beautiful public areas in Lleida, and are what we chose as our reference
point. The designs for the new Ricard Vinyes Square must possess some of this
beauty. The focus of our proposal is to build a large green open space for a sculpture
dedicated to the musician Ricard Vinyes. The maze or labyrinth provides an ancient
model. The cultural meaning and interpretation of the symbol of the labyrinth run deep.
The origin of the “labyr” part of the word has to do with rocks and stone, while the
“inth” comes from a Greek word meaning foundation site. Even though the precise
etymology is unclear, there was a time when path mapping was used to notate dance
choreography. We propose an open space featuring a dance floor with a labyrinthine
path guiding the steps of those dancing the spring dance around the central feature

- a feature that generates and guides the movement of the dance, filling the surround
space with life. People and traffic will move differently in Ricard Vinyes Square, where
pedestrians will own the public space.
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