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The Spanish Pavilion for the 2010 World Expo of Shanghai sought to reflect upon the 
Spanish climate, as well as to recover the extraordinary craft of wickerwork in order to 
bring it back to life and to reinvent it as a new construction technique.

This building sought to play with the incredible potential of wickerwork. Furthermore, 
it sought to introduce wicker as a sustainable and viable material concept that would 
remain present throughout the building.

Basketry techniques, handcrafts with natural fibers, are a global tradition shared by 
cultures of all ages. Even though they vary from region to region, they occur in similar 
ways East and West. In this sense, the material choice for the pavilion attempted to 
bridge between two cultures, the Spanish (visiting) and the Chinese (the host).

The Spanish Pavilion has a usable area of 7,500m2. Aside from the spaces destined 
to hold the main exhibits, the pavilion is fitted out to host official receptions with an 
auditorium, a conference room, a press room, and support area.

Client:   SEEI (State Society for International Exhibitions)
Location:  Shanghai, china
Date:                 2010
Typology:  Cultural

Architect:  Benedetta Tagliabue
Project directors:  Makoto Fukuda, Arch, Salvador Gilabert
Design team:  Makoto Fukuda. Arch., Mattia Cappelletti, Arch., Vaiva Simoliunaite,   
   Arch,Arch., Jack O’kelly, Arch., Qiwei Hu , Arch., Gabriele    
   Rotelli, Arch.  Guile Amadeu Arch.
Gross floor area:  8.482 sqm
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