Istituto universitario di Archittetura di Venezia
Venice, Italy

“The acceptance of the discipline of the existing: a ghost that is present during the
whole changing process of a building as the physical quality of time embodied in
things”.

We felt it was necessary to return the characteristic Venetian freedom and density

to the area of the future Venice School of Architecture. At the first stage we took the
Venice behind the area, the Campo dell’Anzolo Raffaele, the Canale di Cio, San Nicolo
dei Mendicoli, as a city fragment — as a reference point to provide the pedestrian scale
from which they could start to build. Mimicking what “Venice” is as a general stylistic
approach did not make sense and it was not completely satisfactory to base the
project on a morphological scale: A building is a building... Part of the city, but not a
city. It was necessary to recommence a new intuition. We felt the project should be a
kind of “new building” that has always been there. The series of buildings in the area,
facing the Giudecca, used for the storage of goods, became storage for groups of
students.

‘Folding, zigzagging, seems to give the building a maze quality, increasing the depth
in space that has its consequence in time. Now it seems that time -capturing time- has
substituted space. Buildings want to capture time, especially in Venice. To enter time,
to be at the right time”.

Client: IUAV Servizi e Progetti ISP S.L., Venice

Location: Venice, ltaly

Date: 1998

Typology: Educational

Architect: Enric Miralles, Benedetta Tagliabue

Project directors: Elena Rocchi.

Design team: avier Garcia German, Tomoko Sakamoto, Torsten Skoetz, Marco-

Dario Chirdel, Makoto Fukuda, Monica Batalla, Emanuele Bottigella,
Judith Martinez, Laura Valentini,Gianfranco Grondona, Eugenio Cirulli,
Santiago Crespi, Kenneth Bonifaz, Noel Laverde.

Gross floor area: 9.000 sgm
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